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at the top. This system of construction did not require
wedge-shaped blocks. The Etruscans, however, who
made use of wedge-shaped blocks in constructing portals
and subterranean canals, derived their knowledge of all
the arts almost exclusively from the Greeks, and it is
difficult for us to believe that they did not learn from
them also the use of this type of masonry. It would seem
that the Greeks did make use of sphenoidal masoiir}',
especially in the case of portals, such as the principal
gate at Kekropoula in Acarnania,1 or the Eastern and
Western Gates at Priene,2 or the gate at Oirioanda;3 in
niches, as at Knidos;4 between the buttresses of retain-
ing walls, as at Athens and at Pergamon; in subterranean
canals, such as those at Athens,5 and in vaulted passages,
as in the theatre of Sikyon;6 and for bridges, such as
that at Kerokampi in Laconia. It seems hardly probable
that Democritus of Abdera7 should have written out a
theory of the vault unless he had been familiar with
existing examples.

Besides the blocks of the geometrical shapes .above
described, the builder in stone used also cylindrical blocks
for columns and sculptured blocks for capitals, bases,
friezes, cornices and other decorative mouldings, the
structural character of which will receive specific attention.

In megalithic masonry no specific bonding was necessary,
as. gravity suffices to hold large blocks together. But in
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